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rarely reveal what testators had been doing during their lifetimes. A lectureship to supply additional
preaching was established in the parish in the Elizabethan period and the masters at the grammar school
were known to be actively propagating Protestantism among their pupils, and it would be valuable to
discover precisely who were behind such appointments.

Drawing her evidence chiefly from the minute books of the Committee for Plundered Ministers of
c.1642 and the Committee of Scandalous Ministers of a little over a decade later, Liz Ford concludes
that around a third of Huntingdonshire clergy were ejected from their livings during the Civil Wars
and the Interregnum for introducing Arminian practices in the Caroline period, or for immorality, or a
combination of the two. To some degree this is balanced by the not inconsiderable number of ministers
who remained in their livings and obeyed the Parliamentary ordinance to replace The Book of Common

Prayer with The Directory of Public Worship.

At a time when the old social order seemed on the point of collapse the incumbent of Great Stoughton,
John Gaule, in his sermons and in the pamphlet he subsequently published, counselled his congregation
against the methods that Matthew Hopkins and John Stearne were using to flush out witches. His
warnings had little effect, and in her essay Evelyn Lord examines the background and motives of the local
justices of the peace who, in May 1646, countenanced the trial, condemnation and execution of seven
Huntingdonshire victims (five women and two men) from a cluster of villages in the west of the county,
where the two Essex witch finders had been practising their trade.

The Compton census of 1676 and Bishop Wake’s early eighteenth century visitation returns are the
main authorities for Simon Clemmow’s survey of conformity and nonconformity in the county in the
early eighteenth century. The vast proportion of the population still attended their parish church, though
only about a quarter took communion at Easter. Nonconformity was concentrated in the towns, with
Huntingdon in Anne’s reign reported as having thirty to fifty dissenters, St Neots seventy to eighty,
Godmanchester around a hundred, Kimbolton about two hundred, Ramsey about three hundred and
St Ives, where nonconformity was particularly strong, between five and six hundred dissenters, chiefly
Independents and Quakers.

While the volume will appeal in the first instance to those particularly interested in the post-Reformation
history of Huntingdonshire, the contributors’ use of an extensive range of primary and recent secondary
sources makes it essential reading for anyone undertaking a comparable study of religion elsewhere in
England. It is attractively produced with several colour illustrations and very modestly priced.

CLAIRE CROSS taught late medieval and early modern history at the University of York until she retired in 2000. She
has worked on the development of  Protestantism in the early modern period in a series of English towns including York, Hull,
Leeds, Doncaster; Boston and Salisbury.

THE LITERARY PAPERS OF THE REVEREND JERMYN PRATT 1723-1791 cdited by Ema
Vyroubalovd and James Robert Wood (Norfolk Record Society vol.86 2022 402pp ISBN 9780 9957736 5 3)
£25+p&p; ANORFOLK RHAPSODY Ralph Vaughan Williams in King’s Lynn by 7ill Bennett and
Elizabeth James (Poppyland Publishing 2022 x+252pp ISBN 978 1 909796 94 2) £19.95

I chose to review these two books together, although ostensibly they have little in common, because they
represent different facets of the local cultural history of a particular sub-region—the western margins
of Norfolk, east of the Great Ouse and including King’s Lynn, the major town of the area for eight
centuries. The importance of cultural history is perhaps only now being properly appreciated by local
historians, and much remains to be researched and analysed in terms of vernacular traditions and the
culture of the ‘middling sort” alike. Certain themes are perhaps more easily investigated than others—for
example, the local history of theatre and formal and organised musical activities such as concerts tends
to be reasonably well documented and widely reported in newspapers, whereas the grassroots culture of
the lower orders—traditional ballads in the pub, dances at haymaking celebrations—is often inaccessible
because of a lack of documentary evidence.

The Reverend Jermyn Pratt was in many ways not untypical of mid-eighteenth century Anglican
clergymen. He was the second son of Roger Pratt of Ryston Hall near Downham Market, and therefore
fitted the ‘younger son of the gentry’ model of clergy recruitment, and he was educated at Gonville and
Caius College, Cambridge, which as the editors of this volume note, ‘had long disproportionately drawn
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its fellows from East Anglia and trained most of Norfolk’s clergymen’. Again typically, he took holy orders
and was appointed to the curacy of the parishes of Wercham and Wretton, which was in the gift of his
father. Two years later he became in plurality rector of Marlingford, 30 miles away, and in 1765 was
translated to Watlington near King’s Lynn, serving there in person. He married Ann Stanforth in 1753,
when he was 30. They had no children, which contrasts with the proverbial fecundity of the clergy, and
Jermyn fulfilled a range of roles within the county and district community, such as serving in the militia.
So far, quite conventional perhaps.

What set Jermyn Pratt apart was his very serious literary interest. At Cambridge he was a friend of the
reasonably well-known religious poet Christopher Smart, and Pratt himself wrote poetry, essays and prose
pieces, plays and squibs, some for publication. This oeuvre is the focus of the book under review, which
reproduces his work (held with other personal papers in Norfolk Record Office). There are 26 items, of
which roughly half are relatively short poems. From the perspective of local history, some of his output
is intriguing and informative. There are squibs on the Norfolk county election of 1768, for example,
while the lengthy poem ‘The Inundation or the Life of a Fen-Man’ (which was printed and published)
is a vivid and fascinating, if somewhat laborious, account of the landscape, lifestyles and hazards of the
Fens and local people (‘With damp, unhealthy moisture chills the air / Thick, stinking fogs, and noxious
vapours fall, / Agues and coughs are epidemical. / Hence ev’ry face presented to our view, / Looks of a
pallid or a sallow hue’). The exhaustingly long and convoluted ‘A Modest Address to Lewis Lord Bishop
of Norwich’ (circa 1784) is a tirade against the manifest and ubiquitous immorality of the diocese, with
lengthy condemnation of the prevalence of bastardy, the ignoring and profaning of the Sabbath, and
other evils. If taken at face value it paints a picture of Georgian Norfolk by comparison with which Sodom
and Gomorrah would seem chaste and innocent.

The editors have done a superb job in presenting this material, with copious footnoting which necessarily
explains the often-obscure allusions in Pratt’s work to Classical literature, as well as the more usual
references to people mentioned, contemporary events, and the meaning of words and phrases. Their
introductory essay, 49 pages in length, is exemplary, and many local historians would find it—rather than
the literature itself—a rewarding read. Pratt was deservedly not famous, and his output has curiosity value
rather than obvious literary strength, but his cultural pursuits, interwoven as they were with the business
of a country clergyman of the gentry class, shed valuable light on a little-researched aspect of Georgian
society.

Pratt died in 1791 and was forgotten, but 114 years later another and much more celebrated upper-middle
class figure was in the area, researching the local cultural heritage. Ralph Vaughan Williams was in his early
thirties, and was becoming known as a composer but especially (at this stage) as a collector of folk songs
and folk music. With a small group of others, he shared in the contemporary enthusiasm for recording
or writing down the ballads, laments, shanties and songs which were performed by amateur singers in
pubs, church halls, cottages and fields, and which represented to the collectors not only a tremendously
rich resource of traditional music, but also a reservoir of often-exquisite melodies and words which were
variously lyrical, coarse, vulgar, stirring, tragic, humorous or poignant. In early January 1905 RVW came
to King’s Lynn and stayed a week, taking a quick excursion to Sheringham on the north Norfolk coast
while he was there. He listened to the songs of local people—fishermen in particular—and wrote down
tunes and lyrics in his working notebooks. He never forgot the visit to Lynn, recalling it 50 years later, and
the material which he collected there became part of his very extensive corpus of music based on English
folk tunes. Indeed, as the title of the book reminds us, he later composed three ‘Norfolk Rhapsodies’.

But what of the people who sang for him and were the source of these beautiful and moving words and
melodies? Musicologists who have considered the ‘folk music revival’ of the early-twentieth century have
generally paid little attention to them, or to the hidden levels of vernacular culture which they represent,
even though these men and women were absolutely fundamental to the whole collecting procedure. Who
were they? How did they know the material? Was it passed down in their families? There are many
questions which should be asked.

Now, in this wonderful book, Jill Bennett and Elizabeth James have sought to fill in these blank spaces
and have explored the folk singers whom RVW met, demonstrating how they and their songs fitted into
the close-knit King’s Lynn working community, into complex family structures, and into that thriving but
almost hidden and soon-to-be extinguished vernacular culture. It is a superb piece of historical research,
tully contextualised in the history of the area and musical history, and in the life of RVW himself, and it is
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beautifully presented, with the words and music of numerous songs being printed. The authors have fully
explored local documentary sources, as well as broadside collections and of course RVW’s archive, and tell
a fascinating and important story which is a joy to read.

I hope and expect that this book will become a classic, among musicologists and folk music specialists
for its pioneering approach to the subject, and maybe for performers as well. It also makes an important
contribution to the history of King’s Lynn and, as suggested earlier, to the cultural history of the region.
It is fully referenced and has a good bibliography and index, and is lavishly illustrated. Jill Bennett is a
BBC Radio Norfolk journalist, a fiddle player and comes from a ‘folk music family’ (her grandfather even
knew RVW). Elizabeth James is a former curator of Lynn Museum, and has had a lifelong interest in folk
music. Their collective efforts in researching and writing this book have been crowned with success. It is
a splendid achievement.

ALAN CROSBY s the editor of The Local Historian, and a_former Norfolk resident. Many years ago he undertook
research on the Pratt family of Ryston, and for half a century he has loved the music of Ralph Vaughan Williams.

KNOWING ONE’S PLACE Community and class in the industrial suburbs of Leeds during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries by Robin Pearson (Thoresby Society 2nd series vol.31 2021
400pp ISBN 978-0-900741-82-1) £21+ L4 p&p

The title of this book by Professor Robin Pearson of the University of Hull is a witty double entendre:
‘knowing one’s place’ both in the sense of accepting a position in the social hierarchy (class) and in
terms of having a local identity (community). It covers the townships on the outskirts of Leeds south
of the River Aire (Armley, Beeston, Bramley, Farnley, Holbeck, Hunslet and Wortley) and examines the
impact of the industrial revolution on these areas and the process that reduced them to suburbs of the
borough. the first half of the book they are usually referred to as ‘out-townships’ and in the second half
as ‘suburbs’, while sometimes both terms are used synonymously. I would argue that, for clarity, the out-
township should be regarded as an independent precursor of the urban centre, while a suburb is in fact
a creation and a satellite of the town in its role as an expanding economic, administrative and cultural
centre.

However, setting this aside, the actual change from out-township to suburb is convincingly described in
detail by the author, beginning with the transition from the system of domestic textile manufacture to the
rise of mills and factories. He traces the impact that this had on work practices and the community, the
attempts by weavers and cloth dressers to oppose mechanisation and the erosion of the traditional social
and cultural system it involved, particularly in the protracted decline of handloom weaving. In 1838 the
Hand-loom Weavers” Commission showed that the townships were ‘still strongholds of domestic culture’,
although a ‘clothier’ was now often no longer an independent manufacturer but merely the term for a
handloom weaver. In some ways, such as the integration of domestic weaving with agriculture, even by
mid-century, elements of the system described by Defoe in the eighteenth century still survived. While it
receives some attention, the transition from rural and agrarian to urban and industrial life is one aspect of
the transformation to suburbia that merits further research.

The conditions of the workers in the factory system, mainly children and women, are illustrated by
numerous examples ranging from small scribbling mills to the massive factories of John Marshall and
Benjamin Gott. It was a dispute with the latter manufacturer that precipitated the creation of the Leeds
Trade Union and a wave of strikes across the area in the early 1830s, which coincided with both agitation
for limitations on child labour and for the reform of parliament, as ‘political radicalism and industrial
agitation overlapped and fed into each other’.

Township politics, mainly dominated by tradespeople and their concern with preservinglocal independence
in such matters as poor law provision and policing, are examined in some detail as Tories, Liberals and the
radical bodies like the Holbeck Political Union (and later Chartists) contended for local support. Professor
Pearson shows how the often labyrinthine nature of vested interests (sectarian and secular) and local
patronage exerted influence on both township, Leeds and parliamentary politics. One familiar source
of antagonism in local politics was the dispute over the provision of local improvements versus financial
retrenchment, which also fuelled opposition to decisions affecting expenditure emanating from Leeds
Corporation



